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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 



ru 




1. An image input device for picking up images of 
plurality of subjects by switching of an image pickup 
direction, said image input device comprising: 

image pickup means for picking up an image of a subject 
and for outputting an image signal corresponding to the 
picked-up image; 

image pickup direction switching mea^s for switching 
the image pickup direction of said image pickup means; 

first detection means for detecting an angle of the 
image pickup direction; and 

storage means for storing jAe image signal according to 
the detected angle . 
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\ 2. An image input device according to claim 1, wherein 

said first detection means includes second detection means 
for finding that the /image pickup direction is fixed, and 
said storage means /stores the image signal according to the 
detection result/of said second detection means. 
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\ 3. An i^iage input device according to claim 1, further 

comprising^ 

driving means for changing the image pickup direction 
of saioT image pickup means, 



wherein said storage means stores the image^xgignal 
according to a signal for driving said drvl^Cng means. 

\ 4. An image input dev>e€according to claim 1 or 3, 

wherein said storag^fneans stores the image signal when the 
image pickuo^etlLrection of said image pickup means is 
switched from a direction for picking up an image of a 
dp<5ument to a direction for picking up an image of a person, 

\ 5. An image inpi\t device according to claim 4, further 

comprising : 

control means for ^controlling said storage means to 
output the stored image signal when said image pickup means 
is shifted from the document image pickup direction to the 
person image pickup direction. 

> \ S ^T 6. An image input devica according to claim 1, wherein 
said storage means has at least more than two areas for 
storing an image signal, and sa\d image input device further 
comprises : 

control means for switching between said at least more 
than two storage areas for storing V:he image signal 
according to the angle detected by s\iid first detection 
means . 
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\(?^^/* 7 ' An ^ ma ^ e i n P ut device capable of picking up image 
of a plurality of subjects by switching an image pickuj; 
direction, said image input device comprising: 

a mount table for laying a subject thereon; 

image pickup means for picking up an image j6f said 
subject and for outputting an image signal corresponding to 
the picked-up image; 

image pickup direction switching mearfs for switching 
the image pickup direction of said imagse pickup means 
between a direction for picking up an/ image of said subject 
laid on said mount table and another direction; 

storage means for storing ttye image signal output from 
said image pickup means; and 

control means for controlling said storage means to 
store the image signal output from said image pickup means 
when the image pickup direction of said image pickup means 
is set at said directic^n for picking up an image of said 
subject . 



8. An image /nput device according to claim 7, wherein 
said control meafns allows the image signal stored in said 
storage means yto be output when the image pickup direction 
of said image pickup means is set at a direction for picking 
up an imag*B of a subject other than said subject laid on 
said mourn: table. 
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9. An image input device according to claim 7, whep^ln 
said storage means has at least more than two storage areas 
for storing an image signal, and said image ing^rc device 
further comprises : 

a switch for storing the image sigjrcil output from said 
image pickup means in said storage means; and 

assigning means for assigning a number to the image 
signal stored by said switch 



\ 10 . An image inpufcf method for picking up images of a 

plurality of subjects by switching an image pickup direction 
and outputting image signals corresponding to picked-up 
images of sadra subjects, said image input method comprising 
the steps /of : 

defecting the angle of the image pickup direction; and 
storing the image signals according to the detected 
fgle . 
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11 \ An image input method according to claim 10, 
wherein saJ-d image signals are stored when the image pickup 
direction is switched from a direction to pick up an image 
of a document^ to a direction to pick up an image of a 
person . 



12. An image input method according to claim 11, 





• 
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further comprising a controlling step of control liiig^-tto 
stored image signals to be outgut^^Ju^^eTT^Ehe image pickup 
direction is sh^^retT'lfrom said document image pickup 
-direction to said person image pickup direction. 




